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to regain the Holy City which, for over four centuries, had
been in the hands of the accursed Moslems,
Thirty thousand Moslems and Jews are said to have been
killed in Jerusalem by the men from the West before the
blood-lust was satiated. After slaughter came penitence and
the adoration of the fragment of the true cross which an
inhabitant of the city triumphantly produced, explaining that
he had buried the relic secretly lest the Saracens should
destroy it. The Crusaders were called from their devotions
to attend to another matter. They had not learned much
from their experience during the campaign of three years, hut
they had been taught the dangers of pestilence. The dead
bodies which blocked the narrow streets and decomposed
quickly under the July sun were carried outside the walls, and
the Crusaders began the work of making Jerusalem a fit home
for Christians. The Church of the Holy Sepulchre was
reverently cleansed, mosques were destroyed or converted
into places of Christian worship, and the sign of the cross
appeared everywhere.
Some historians see in this Crusade the last of the great
European folk-movements; others describe it as the work of
a scheming Pope (Urban II), who aimed at restoring the
prestige of Rome by a holy war and hoped to bring peace to
Europe by diverting the quarrelsome lords to the East j still
others think of the tremendous upheaval as due to the crafti-
ness of the nobles of the West, the hunger for land, for gold*
for power, or ascribe everything to religious fervour. What-
ever the causes of its inception, the First Crusade stands out
as an amazing achievement. Cruelty, stupidity, superstition!
greed, selfishness, treachery, depravity all form part of the
story, but there is also to be found sublime self-sacrifice, the
highest courage, and the noblest ideals.
The great mass of the Crusaders were convinced that, in
capturing Jerusalem and destroying the infidels, they were
performing a divine duty, and they freely admitted that the